Graded interference effects were tested in a naming task, in parallel for objects and actions. Participants named either object or action pictures presented in the context of other pictures (blocks) that were either semantically very similar, or somewhat semantically similar or semantically dissimilar. We found that naming latencies for both object and action words were modulated by the semantic similarity between the exemplars in each block, providing evidence in both domains of graded semantic effects. q
Introduction
Miller and Fellbaum (1991) wrote: "When psychologists think about the organization of lexical memory it is nearly always the organization of nouns that they have in mind" (p. 214). Even more specifically, we may add, often it is nouns referring to objects that we have in mind.
Although the object-noun domain is certainly relevant to studies of lexical memory, it only represents part of adults' lexical knowledge; theories and tools developed to investigate semantic organization must generalize beyond words for things. In this article we take up this challenge, addressing the question: can we capture semantic relatedness effects in object-noun and action-verb domains using parallel principles and tools?
Meaning similarity among words affects many tasks involving speech production. For 
